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Corporate

Our team offers a full suite of corporate services,
advising banks and financial institutions and a wide
range of companies on domestic and international
transactions.

We assist businesses and entrepreneurs in accessing
capital and also advise on corporate tax. We work
with companies through the M&A process and

provide solutions to those wishing to restructure or
begin insolvency procedures during periods of
uncertainty. We are known for our strong capital
markets practice, helping clients list on markets
including London Stock Exchange’s Premium and
Standard segments, AIM and AQSE.

Our lawyers have extensive Islamic finance
experience across our core areas of banking, real
estate finance, investment and development. We
advise both conventional and Sharia’a compliant
financial institutions, corporate counterparties,
advisors and investors in dealing with transactions
structured to be compliant with Sharia’a principles.
We work with Sharia’a Supervisory Boards and
inhouse counsel to document these transactions.

Commercial

A major part of running a business is ensuring that
its most valuable assets are protected, and the right
commercial contracts are in place. Our team help
businesses protect their intellectual property through
trademarks, licensing, copyright andmore.

We have experience supporting businesses in
negotiating, drafting and reviewing contracts and
legal agreements, helping them comply with and
understand the latest data privacy/GDPR rules.

We have strong expertise in consumer contracts and
often help e-commerce businesses navigate the
maze of consumer legislation.

Corporate & Commercial
From quoted companies to family businesses and from start-ups to mature enterprises, Druces’ Corporate and
Commercial team helps its business clients to flourish. Key information about us:

• Established in 1767

• Office in the City of 
London

• International networks

• Partner-led services

• Corporate & Commercial 
specialists

• Strong banking practice, 
including trade finance and 
Sharia’a

• Heavyweight property 
team

• Experienced commercial 
litigators

• Leading private wealth, 
trusts and tax team

“Personal touch, long-standing relationships 
built on trust and hard work.”

Legal 500, 2022 

“Excellent communicators and always 
attentive to the needs of their clients.”

Legal 500, 2022 
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Our Corporate & Commercial Team 

Claire Rigby
Senior Associate
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5524
E: c.rigby@druces.com

Dominic Traynor
Partner, Capital Markets
T:+44 (0)20 7216 5532
E: d.traynor@druces.com

Antony Cotton
Partner, Head of Banking & 
Financial Services
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5592
E: a.cotton@druces.com

Neil Pfister
Partner, Commercial 
T:+44 (0)20 7216 5589
E: n.pfister@druces.com

Christopher Axford
Head of Corporate
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5557
E: c.axford@druces.com

Caroline Cropley
Partner, Head of Corporate 
Restructuring
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5551
E: c.cropley@druces.com

Paul White
Partner, Business Taxation
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5545
E: p.white@druces.com

Jack Dervyn
Partner
T: +44 (0)20 7216 5528
E: j.jervyn@druces.com
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• Banks and financial institutions

• Private and quoted companies

• Entrepreneurs

• Funds

• Natural resources companies

• Tech companies

• Healthcare organisations

• Retailers

• Investment companies

• Family businesses

• International trade companies

• Liquidators

• E-commerce Businesses

• Lenders

• Ultra/High-net-worth individuals

• Corporate Finance & Tax

• Refinancing

• Islamic Finance

• Trade Finance

• Capital Markets

• Commercial contracts

• Company secretarial

• Corporate Restructuring & Insolvency

• Data Privacy & GDPR

• Intellectual Property

• Joint ventures

• Mergers, Acquisitions & Disposals

Our services

Types of business/individuals
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Banking & Finance
• Advised a banking syndicate on the refinancing of a European industrial

group including subsidiaries in Italy, Germany and The Netherlands.

• Advised a lender in relation to a receivables financing facility with a
global telecoms operator.

CapitalMarkets
• Acted for SigmaRoc PLC on acquisitions in its buy-and-build strategy in

the construction materials sector including $45m acquisition of Ronez
Limited and £50m fundraising.

• Acted for Astute on its £500m bond programme for listing on the main
market of the Irish Stock Exchange (Euronext Dublin).

Commercial Contracts
• We advised a well-known fashion brand on the break-up of a European

agency relationship.

• We negotiated and drafted a software licensing agreement on behalf of a
software provider.

Corporate Finance
• We advised a multi-jurisdictional fund structuring advisor on a series of

investments and transactions in diverse asset classes including care
homes, hotels, student accommodation, FX trading, forestry, luxury
property investments and central London office investments.

• We provided specialist advice to a property fund specialist, mainly
dealing with unregulated collective investment schemes, but also
member managed LLP structures.

Corporate Restructuring & Insolvency
• Advised liquidators on a solvent restructuring of a property investment

group, under s110 Insolvency Act 1986, with assets valued at circa £50m.

• Acted in the restructuring of a multi-million-pound professional services
group of companies, by way of a capital reduction demerger.

Intellectual Property
• We settled a copyright and design-right infringement matter for a

prestigious shoe designer.

• We advised a technology company entering the UK market on trademark
registration and exploitation.

Islamic Finance
• We advised an Islamic bank on various acquisition finance, property and

development facilities, including a £30m financing through a Murabaha
structure of a large Midlands logistics hub.

• We acted on behalf of a Middle Eastern investor, advising on the finance
aspects (including Sharia’a considerations) of a structured investment
into a private school in the UK.

Mergers, Acquisitions &Disposals
• We advised one of the UK’s leading care investment companies in

connection with the acquisition of an English care home operator,
operating four units in the South of England.

Trade Finance
• We advised a large private sector Indian bank in relation to trade finance

facilities in several European countries where the borrower is a major
natural commodities company.

Our experience


